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Preface
Wings for RIO+20

A Call for Conscious Collective Action from leaders in 
business, society and spirituality.

RIO+20, United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development, was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in June 
2012. For leaders around the world it has become more 
than a conference for governments. It has stimulated 
them, from all walks of life, to raise their voice towards 
sustainable development. Giving ‘wings’ to sustainable 
development needs!concerted leadership by multiple 
stakeholders creating, innovating and working together 
with a common purpose towards shared value for people, 
teams, organizations, society and nature.!

This book brings together all those voices that were raised 
during the Wings for RIO+20 Leadership Forum in The 
Hague in May 2012. An event that brought together 
spiritual, organizational business and societal leaders. 
Consciousness was raised, attitudes changed, visions 
created. This will impact our behavior for a sustainable 
world where happiness, health and wellbeing for all beings 
are our primary goals. It is meant to be shared, inspire and 
give wings to continuous conscious collective action in 
your own environment and beyond.!

We are looking forward to continue our common journey 
towards a more sustainable world.!

Muriel Arts, SEAL Institute  
Sander Tideman, Global Leaders Academy 
Brigitte van Baren, Inner Sense
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If you’re not on an ipad, please click here  
to listen to the song.
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http://www.sealinstitute.nl/rio/Plezant_Waar_gaat_de_reis_naar_toe.mp3
http://www.sealinstitute.nl/rio/Plezant_Waar_gaat_de_reis_naar_toe.mp3


Chapter 1

Conscious

It starts with one universe
with one awakening, one choice.
with one person who cares
with one teacher, one neighbour
with one dialogue, one collaboration,
one action, with one dream.
looking after one bird, one squirrel
it starts with one, varing for one plant, one tree.
saving one drop of water,
picking up one piece of waste.
walking one journey, one future, together
caring for one earth community.

If you’re not on an ipad, please click here to listen to the audio.
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http://www.sealinstitute.nl/rio/audio_poem.mp3
http://www.sealinstitute.nl/rio/audio_poem.mp3


The state of the environment is an 
indication that the condition of human 
consciousness is one of chaos.! When 
there is chaos within, we create chaos in 
the world around us. If we wish to have 
sustainability, it’s not so much a question of 
campaigns but of transforming our own 
consciousness and awareness.

!In the consciousness of being trustees of 
the world around us, we see our 
responsibility as holding all forms of life on 
this planet in sacred trust. In fact, in the 
awareness of my spiritual identity, I 
recognise that even my body, which is 
made up of the elements of matter, has 
been given to me in trust and I have to care 
for it. That attitude then extends to the 
world around me and, instead of 
desecrating and aggressing nature, I begin 
to care for it and treat it with respect.

!Our awareness leads to a change of 
attitude. Our change of attitude leads to a 
change in our vision – the way we see the 
world.! This then results in actions which 
uphold the principles of nature and the 
spiritual dimension, with which we are able 
to exist in harmony with nature.

Dadi Janki

Sister Jayanti

Dadi Janki Spiritual leader Brahma Kumaris on Consciousness
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Raising our voices for our common future

MEES:

“HOW SUSTAINABLE ARE 

YOU”?

AMINA:

“HOW IS OUR WORLD 

DOING”?
SUZANNE:

“DO YOU HAVE A PLAN FOR 

THE FUTURE”?

ABDEL: 

“WHY ARE PEOPLE AFRAID OF 

THE FUTURE”?

Most agree that the central idea of the 
Brundtland Commission's definition of 
‘sustainable development’ is that of 
intergenerational equity. Our human 
needs are common, economic growth 
will facilitate their fulfillment and shared 
value is created by being in balance 
with the needs of citizens, organizations 
and nature who participate actively in 
the proces of value creation.
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Chapter 2

Connected

Being connected is a -!learning- process, which 
involves full engagement of our physical, emotional, 
mental and spiritual dimensions. This holistic 
approach seeks wisdom and sensing rather than 
mere information. It naturally plugs into our capacity 
for compassion, forgiveness, courage and 
imagination. This way of knowing and sensing– the 
cultivation of empathy – is at the heart of being 
connected and is build on the believe that the most 
essential knowledge arises not from the head but 
from the heart and in relationship to other beings 
and nature.
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Synopsis of key note address by Labour and Human 
Resource Minister, H.E. Lyonpo Dorji Wangdi of Bhutan.

“I am here to reiterate my country’s plea to the world for 
a collective courage and wisdom and an urgent and 
decisive action to find a new sustainability based 
economic paradigm to save ourselves and the 
planet.!Over thirty years ago, our Fourth King 
proclaimed that “Gross National Happiness is more 
important than Gross National Product,” thereby setting 
Bhutan on a holistic development path that seeks to 
integrate sustainable and equitable socio-economic 
development with environmental conservation, cultural 
preservation and promotion, and good governance. 
Since then, it has been the single-most important 
philosophy that has been pervading and guiding all 
activities of Bhutan as a Nation-State.”

Please read the full key note address here.
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http://soetendorpinstitute.org/images/stories/mp3/bhutan_statement_on_23rd_may.pdf
http://soetendorpinstitute.org/images/stories/mp3/bhutan_statement_on_23rd_may.pdf


Suzanne: “I wish there was a plan for a more sustainable future.”

Abdel: “I wish people would no longer be afraid of the future.”

Mees: “I wish people would be more sustainable.”

Amina: “I wish our world was doing better.”
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Chapter 3

Creative

“Creativity is the process of developing ideas that 
are original and of value. Creative intelligence is 
dynamic, diverse and distinct.!Creativity is not just 
about special people doing special things. We all 
have the potential to be creative and creativity is a 
skill that is crucial for our common future.”

Sir Ken Robinson
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Chapter 4

Collective

“Today's crisis is not ecological, social or economic, 
it's about the illusion of separation.”

André Platteel 

“The problems we are facing, issues on food 
security, climate change, financial crisis, obviously 
cannot be solved at the level they have been 
created, we really need a step change. Companies 
like ours need to work with multiple stakeholders.”

Paul Polman CEO Unilever
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In the Native American ceremony of the ‘talking feather’, an eagle's feather is passed from youngster to elder, while 
the youngster holds the feather he/she shares his/her deepest dreams from the heart and ask for wisdom from the 
elder to realize these dreams.

Intergenerational Equity
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As leaders, teachers, and students 
of the world’s religious and spiritual 
traditions, we are appalled! that the 
interconnected problems of 
development, equity and ecology 
have become more severe over the 
past twenty years.

Many of the dangerous trends we 
are witnessing are a result of our 
current, unsustainable, growth-
based economic paradigm. We 
urgently need to change current 
mindsets towards a sharp focus on 
the goals of material sufficiency, the 
eradication of poverty, equitable 
distribution, and sustainable 
wellbeing and human happiness.

Please 
download the 
full statement 
here and read 
further on the 
commitments 
of its signees 
and the 
appeal to 
governments.

Towards Rio +20 and Beyond – A Turning Point on Earth 
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http://soetendorpinstitute.org/images/stories/pdf/towards_rio__20_and_beyond_summary_statement.pdf
http://soetendorpinstitute.org/images/stories/pdf/towards_rio__20_and_beyond_summary_statement.pdf


 
'You need two things now:  

First there is Purity, Peace, Power..... And now!Fun and Action!'   

Dadi Janki
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If you’re not on an ipad, please click here  
to listen to the song.

 
Join Plezant in their inspirational creation or connection sessions. Please click...
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http://www.sealinstitute.nl/rio/Plezant_Kom_laten_we_gaan.mp3
http://www.sealinstitute.nl/rio/Plezant_Kom_laten_we_gaan.mp3
http://www.sealinstitute.nl/rio/Plezant_Kom_laten_we_gaan.mp3
http://www.sealinstitute.nl/rio/Plezant_Kom_laten_we_gaan.mp3
http://www.sealinstitute.nl/rio/brief_rio.pdf
http://www.sealinstitute.nl/rio/brief_rio.pdf


"This venue !had a !vibrancy !of warmth !and 
creativity !like !we were woven together. My lunch 
that day was not the food on the table but sharing 
and listening to the two boys, hearing of their 
schools !efforts to care for Mother Earth !and their 
personal aspiration !for the future !how they will 
overcome the challenges ahead”.

Pauline Tangiora, Maori Elder New Zealand
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The photos in this book are made by Sarah Wong. She is freelance 
photographer for the financial newspaper (Financieel Dagblad). Her 
photographs express her search to capture the soul. She is currently!working 
on a photobook about human angels. www.sarahwong.com

Jan van Dam, web and graphic designer, created this Ibook and pdf file. He is 
Master of Arts, and was educated in Interactive Multimedia, HKU Utrecht. 
www.janvandam.com

Nina Hoeve, created most of the wording in this book. She is a communication 
specialist with a background in cultural and social anthropology. 

Muriel Arts, lead the team and created the concept. She is CMO of WWF, PhD 
candidate sustainable marketing & innovation at Nyenrode Business University 
and co-founder SEAL Institute. www.sealinstitute.nl
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